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1620-28 wide nostrils, and determination in the large, full-lipped mouth; yet it was an attractive face, for it left a dominant impression of kindly sagacity. In his rough country clothes he must have looked at first sight like any other substantial grazier from the shires, unless the observer had time to mark his brooding, commanding eyes. He was good company, for, though he ate sparingly and drank little but small beer, he could be very worry and join heartily in catches and glees that took his fancy. Indeed in his relaxed moments his mirth was apt to^bc obstreperous; for he loved horseplay and on occasion could play the buffoon, he was a great laugher, and .had a taste for broad country jests and frank country speech, He rode heartily to hounds, whether the quarry were fox or buck, and his hawks were his pride ; one of his earliest extant letters is about a falcon that had gone astray, with his name on its varvell1 His manners were simple* and his taste unfastidious, for he had never mixed it) fine society, or in such lettered circles as Falkland drew around him at Great Tew or Hyde frequented on his first coining to town. But such a one could not be incurious about the doings of the great world beyond the Ouse or insensitive to social duties. His religion was no fugitive and cloistered thing but the faith of a man-at-arms. Many puritans looked at the light and were da/./Jed; Oliver looked also at the objects which it lit. He passed from the problem of the relation of man to his Maker, to the problem of the relation of man to the world. He desired to see the earth made an easier place for Christian people, and even in those days he may have dreamed of an England in which might be built Jerusalem. Ho was to write later: " If any whosoever think the interests of Christians and the interest of the nation inconsistent, I wish my soul may never enter into their secrets." News came late and slow to Huntingdon, but when it came it was startling enough, and was anxiously discussed in the taverns and by the firesides. In those days England was by no means insular, for many Englishmen saw their own battles being fought in foreign fields. Oliver must
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